Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 290 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.093; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.9.
The title meroterpene preaustinoid A (systematic name: methyl 15-hydroxy-2, 6,6,10,13,15-hexamethyl-17-methylene-7,14,16-trioxotetracyclo[11.3.1.0 2,11 .0 5, 10 ]heptadecane-1-carboxylate), C 26 H 36 O 6 , features a fused four-ring arrangement. Three rings are in different distorted chair conformations and the other is in a distorted boat conformation. The absolute configuration was established based on [ D ] = À4.97
(c = 1.10 g l
À1
, CH 2 Cl 2 ). In the crystal, the molecules are connected into supramolecular chains via O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For related literature, see: dos Santos & Rodrigues-Fo (2002) . For structure analysis, see: Cremer and Pople (1975) ; Iulek and Zukerman-Schpector (1997) ).
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). ring D is a boat conformation that is highly distorted towards a half-boat. The ring-puckering parameters (Cremer & Pople, 1975 , Iulek & Zukerman-Shpector, 1997 
Compound (I), Preaustinoid A, was produced during cultivation of Penicillum sp over sterilized rice, and isolated from the methanol extract of the culture. Suitable crystals were obtained, by slow evaporation, from a mixture of dichloromethane, methanol and water.
Refinement
In the absence of significant anomalous scattering effects, Friedel pairs were averaged in the final refinement. The H atoms were refined in the riding-model approximation with C-H = 0.93 -0.98 Å and (0.82 for O-H), and with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl-C) or 1.2U eq (remaining-C and -O).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing atom labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level (arbitrary spheres for the H atoms).
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